
                                                                                                                                    

In 2019, the members of the Covington Lions Club decided that we would support any needs we could, but 

that Vision Screening would be our primary focus and specialty in our community, helping those who cannot 

see to have an opportunity to learn, work, and thrive. We purchased our first SPOT Vision Screener and soon 

got to work. 

We started calling on public schools private schools, senior homes, churches, Welling Helpers Free Clinic; the 

only free clinic in Newton County, and any other business we could find.   When COVID19 came, we were 

working regularly with several local and area-wide clients… and then things stopped dead in the water.   

When the pandemic finally slowed down, we started screening again, and got very busy- to the point we 

purchased an additional SPOT screener and were able to not only work in our county, but also help other Lions 

Clubs in other communities.  

Since then, we have done vision screening in five different Georgia counties and have been asked for assistance 

by other Lions Clubs. Whether via phone, our Club website, or in person, we always try to lend a hand in these 

vision efforts! 

In 2024, we did our first large vision screening project with the Newton County School System. We screened all 

3rd graders in 14 elementary schools: over 1,200 students! We know what we were doing was making an 

impact!  

Early this year, we received an email from the Hank Aaron Academy in Atlanta. They had heard about our 

school screenings, and wanted us to come screen students in their school, located in south Atlanta. It took a 

few months to get everything set up and in March a group of Covington and other Lions from Atlanta and 

Mableton produced a vision event at the school. I must say that working with a group of Lions that 

understands what needs to be done makes all the difference! One major part of the project that brought 

success was working directly with the Georgia Lions Lighthouse team.  

The process was as simple as it was effective- We would screen a student. If they had a vision problem, we 

would print their results and pass them to a Lighthouse team in another room. They would take our report and 

give the student a complete eye exam. The student could pick out his or her glasses frame and the Lighthouse 

would deliver all glasses back to the school in a couple of weeks. ALL FOR FREE!   

Typically, these are students who have all sorts of other issues going on in their lives. Having undiagnosed 

vision problems, or not having the ability to address the vision issues that they have, compounds them and 

creates a situation where learning is difficult, students get depressed or angry, and often lose interest in 

learning altogether. Lions are here to help combat these issues! 



In this instance, we found nearly 30 kids who needed help. We certainly give credit to Nurse Brittany Barber, 

who aided us from the school’s perspective, in making this happen. As a result, everything worked just right, 

and we completed the Vision Screening project at the school in just a couple of hours.  

The pictures below show the Lions that made this a HOME RUN! 

 

                                                    

Niesha Speights, Newton County School System, Lions John Braden & Kevin Walsh. Standing in from of the 
Hank Aaron wall mural. This picture was taken during our visit to the school. 

 
 

                  



 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Early in the school year, the Newton County School System reached out to the Covington Lions Club and invited 

us to set up a Vision Screening display during their LITERACY EXTRAVAGANZA: 

We set up our vision screening display in the hall of the Newton County High School, amid book companies 

and writers giving away all sorts of books free to the children who attended the event. We had a great time 

talking to the students and parents. We screened many students and parents, emailed the screening results to 

them and fully enjoyed the day. 

In May of 2025 we received a letter from the mother of a child at the event who contacted us 

using our website. 

“I am reaching out to say THANK YOU! My son is three years old. He is a student at a local preschool. I have 

always noticed the slightest little difference in his eyes, so I took him to an eye doctor about eight months ago. 

They did a very basic exam and said that everything was fine. Only a few months later, the Lions Club did a free 

vision screening at his school and sent home a note saying that they recommended he see an eye doctor. So, I 

made an appointment with a different eye doctor. We went today, and found that our son has amblyopia, also 

known as lazy eye, which is a time-sensitive problem that requires early intervention! Basically, his brain isn’t 

using his left eye at all. If you had not done the screening at his school, who knows when he would have gone 

back to an eye doctor. I thank you from the bottom of my heart for what you’ve done for my boy. Now, he will 

be getting glasses and frequent follow up visits to try and correct this problem before it becomes permanent. I 

can’t thank you enough!” 

It doesn’t get any better than that! You can bet we are looking forward to next year’s event! 

 

 

 

 



Below are a few pictures of the LITERACY EXTRAVAGANZA! 

                                                   

       Our Vision Screening display table                                                                        Location of the screening room 

               

 One great Lion and screener Lion          Lion Baily Carter, new member and         Lions Missy Braden &  
 Bill Sawyer, He passed this year             a member who has hit the ground          Kevin Walsh. Waiting for the  
 and is missed by all.                                   running.                                                        fun to begin. 
 
 

We all had a great time, it was amazing of the number of books that where given away to all stiudents. The 

number of people that came to the event was good to see. We all know that reading is important and we are 

sure that the teachers of Newton County are glad to see the number of books collected by the students.  

 

 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday July 26, 2025, at The Covington Housing Authority form 2-6pm. Coming soon! 

Covington has a grassroots initiative dedicated to empowering underserved youth as they prepare to embark 

on a new academic year. Our Lions Club has been asked to provide a vision screening program. 

This will be another BACK TO SCHOOL project we will attend and support. We have made a donation that will 

be used for uniforms, back packs and school supplies for local students.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We received another request from the Newton School District, For Friday, August 1st , at Palmer Stone in 

Oxford, GA. The Newton County Schools Special Education Department will be hosting a BACK-TO- SCHOOL 

event for the students with disabilities. This event is a twist on a carnival, with a splash of resources. We have 

been asked to provide Vision Screening during this event. WE HAVE AGREED AND ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO 

THE FUN! 

 

In Covington, we have the only FREE CARE health unit in Newton County. Willing Helpers Medical Clinic is 

located next to Piedmont Newton on Highway 278. They can provide assistance for people in need.  

We joined their team a couple of years ago to provid FREE VISION SCREENING for the people the clinic serves. 

The clinic schedules their patients who are asking for a Vision Screening on certain days and we provide the 

service for them. SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CLINIC: Medical, Bloodwork, Dispensary, Nutritional Counceling, 

Mental Health, and Prayer/Discipleship. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There comes a time when the perfect situation is dropped in your lap and you know, 
that this is something we must do! 

 

A couple of years ago, we had a very nice man join our Lions Club. He told us about his grandaughter Kennedy, 

six years old, who was born blind and going to school in Newton County. His daughter and granddaughter 

visited a meeting and we got to know more about the family. Everyone fell in love with her and we all vowed to 

help as much as we could. Our new member has become a very important, active member of the Club, and is 

in line to become our Club President some day. 

Our club worked hard to find extra funds and do what we do best to make something happen for someone we 

all cared about. We purchased a new PERKINS SMART BRAILLER and Kennedy went to work learning how to 

use the new machine.  



                                                                    

Newton County School System students represented our school district well at the Regional 2023 Braille 

Challenge held at the Georgia Academy for the Blind. Two participants brought home awards and two more 

represented the school system well and made their schools proud. 

Any blind or visually impaired student in grades one through 12, who can read and write braille, is eligible to 

participate in the Braille Challenge. Contestants are divided into five categories and tested on fundamental 

braille skills such as reading comprehension, spelling, speed and accuracy, proofreading, and charts and 

graphs. 

Our Lion’s granddaughter, Kennedy Carlock, a kindergarten student at Newton County Theme School, brought 

home the third-place award in the apprentice category. This marked her very first time competing in the event. 

Kennedy participated in spelling, proofreading, and reading comprehension. 

Two years later and Kennedy was invited to participate in the 2025 Braille Challenge Finals held in Los 

Angeles!    

         

1,300 students from around the world competed. The top 50 advanced to the Finals.  

Kennedy, being eight years old, was in the Apprentice Category and there were ten Finalists in her group. 

We are very proud to say that at the end of the Challenge, our Kennedy, won 1st Place in her Group! 

 We are extremly happy and proud for Kennedy and her family. It is amazing how someone can not only type 

braille, but read it using only their finger tips- as a sighted person, it truly is hard to understand.  

 

 



HERE ARE A FEW PICTURES OF KENNEDY VISITING US AT THE LIONS CLUBHOUSE AND 

WORKING AT HOME. 

                                                        

                                 

While in California attending the 2025 Braille Challenge, she sent us a Hi & Thank you 

video. DOUBLE CLICK TO OPEN THE VIDEO 
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Here is a short video of Kennedy receiving her award at The Braille Challenge. 

Move to the link and press Ctrl+ Click to start the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/rtsa-HcZMZw?si=T7gFcDjH1CrnaIiE&t=6831 

 

The Covington Lions Club is working hard in our Community to make sure that all 

children of Newton County have the opportunity to succeed 

https://www.youtube.com/live/rtsa-HcZMZw?si=T7gFcDjH1CrnaIiE&t=6831

